
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Errin Ministries 
 
  
Your Project Title: How I Got Over: A Cultural Journey of Faith 

Your Project Summary: How I Got Over (HIGO) is a series of dance and cultural workshops and activities 

that are open to anyone who has a cooperative spirit and a willingness to commit for the duration of the 

program. The culminating event is a public performance. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The application somewhat meets the project criteria. While the company provides free access 

to workshops and activities designed to foster celebration, community, faith and artistic expression - all 

wonderful and enticing goals filled with public benefit - the application itself hinges around the creation and 

performance of How I Got Over, specifically. The cultural exploration and celebration of HIGO is substantial. 

But I found the application raised more questions than it answered regarding the HIGO program design. Is 

it an organic piece, developed through community engagement, education, celebration and artistic 

exploration; is it a scripted piece that is remounted from a core blueprint? I also was unclear on how the 

classes fold into the production. Ticket revenue seemed high without additional details. Is there a sliding 

ticket scale? Are discount tickets provided to participating groups? The application would have benefited 

from more detail on the 'how' for the project. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: I liked reading this application and admire Errin Ministries for spearheading such an inclusive 

program that any and all community members can participate in. Very rarely do I see a program where 

participants range in ages 15 to 99. This is how you bridge gaps within different age demographics. Make 

a space for everyone to work together and learn from each other. Huge public benefit for sure. I think the 

emphasis on participants learning how African American culture has been a huge inspiration for American 

culture is a vital piece of this project because it will build cultural understanding and empathy. This project 

is worth funding. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Some details of public benefit are given, but not in depth paired with a demonstrated need. This 

project is described as having a large reach within the community. More detail about how the community 

will be engaged or benefit from it would strengthen this proposal. The free access for participants in 

workshops shows attention to the need in the community. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: More information about the plan to market the event would be helpful. It is clear that they are 

well connected to the community and understands the needs. How will you make sure that the community 

you are serving finds out about the opportunity? 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The organization's target community is very broad and the rest of the application doesn't speak 

to how such a broad community would be engaged and included. I would suggest that the organization 

more narrowly defines their community for the project, as the rest of the application hinted at a more 

specifically defined constituency. It was unclear if the program would provide information about the 

background of the different dance forms to just the dancers learning them, or to the audiences attending 

the performance as well. The program goals and the means of measurement do not align. A more specific 

and concrete goal would lead to easier and more manageable measurements that would provide definitive 

answers about whether or not the goals were reached. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

